Recent studies indicate that the overall death rate of zygotes ranges between 25 Our approach has not shown significant results for ADA, HLA, ABO, and Secretor. Several hypotheses for this can be put forward. (1) Statistical association previously reported was fortuitous, (2) the size of the present sample is not sufficient to reveal slight differences of gestational duration, and (3) these factors exert a protective action during the whole span of gestation and therefore lack a typical temporal pattern of manifestations.
The selection of couples with repeated abortions may have definite advantages for our study. While the correct assignment of a single episode of abortion as spontaneous or induced is generally difficult, our cases are certainly all spontaneous and it is likely that our sampling method selects families genetically predisposed.
The exact ascertainment of gestational duration is difficult; this, however, should not affect the results of our analysis since the error is likely to be independent of the genetic marker investigated. The fact that the pattern of relationships between the gestational durations and the polymorphisms was the same when considering only the firEt aborted fetuses (for which the exact ascertainment of gestational duration was more difficult) supports this view.
Although many more families should be studied in order to draw definite conclusions, our observations suggest that the analysis of genetic polymorphisms in relation to the timing of fetal death may give insight into the aetiology of habitual abortion and into the identification of the forces which maintain genetic variability. 
